FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 19TH, 2021

WELCOME!

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together
to worship God! Please be sure you complete the salmon
insert inside your bulletin and turn it in to the usher at the
time of communion.

This bulletin will assist you in participating in
worship. All parts spoken by the congregation are
listed in bold print and preceded by “C:”

There are also instructions printed in italics that will
indicate other helpful descriptions of the service.
Large Print Hymns are available. Please see an usher.

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or
putting them on “silent” during the service.

L ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
3220 Columbus Street
Grove City, OH 43123
614-875-2314
www.stjohnsgc.org

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,
and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name.



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen by Johannes Brahms

The prelude is a setting of the middle hymn, “Lo. How a Rose E’er Blooming.” It is from a set
of eleven meditative preludes for organ by German composer Johannes Brahms. That set of
preludes was the last composition he wrote.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

[Silence for reflection and self-examination]

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us, and for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. = C: Amen.



HYMN 290 “Go Tell It On The Mountain”

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace
and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in
joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred
shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in
the strength of the Lorp, in the majesty of the name of the Lorp his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth; and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and

eight installed as rulers.
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in
burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said,
‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is
written of me).” When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offer-

ings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added, “See, I have
come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the sec-
ond. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offer-
ing of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to the 1st chapter of Luke.
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-55

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Eliza-
beth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb.
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped



for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies
the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with fa-
vor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will
call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy
is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to genera-
tion. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remem-
brance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to
Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

P:  Glory to you, O Lord! C: Praise to You, O Christ.
ANTHEM
(Chancel Choir, 8:15am) “He Is Born” arr. Arnold B. Sherman

He is born, the holy Child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily!
He is born, the holy Child, sing we all of the Savior mild! (Repeat.)

Through long ages of the past, prophets have fore-told his coming;
through long ages of the past, now the time has come at last!
(Repeat beginning.)

Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us thy heavenly peace.
(Repeat beginning.)

(Men’s Chorale, 11:00am)
“God Rest Ye Merry” arr. by Ralph Vaughan Williams



SERMON Pastor Seth Jersild
HYMN 272 “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”

APOSTLES’ CREED [Saturday and Sunday 8:15am services only]

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Response: P:..Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy... ...we praise your name and join

their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
s Persons who know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and believe in his real

presence in the sacrament are invited to commune. Grape juice is available in
the center of the tray.



¢ Children not yet communing may come forward with their parents to receive a

blessing.

¢ Adults who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Please indicate
you desire a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest.

+ If you are not able to come forward to receive communion, please let the pastor
know by raising your hand as he/she scans the congregation. The pastor will
come to you.

BLESSING, PRAYER and BENEDICTION
HYMN 267 “Joy To The World”

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” arr. Janet Linker

Contents reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship;
Copyright 2006, with permission; OneLicense.Net;
License #4-725704; 12/10/21-12/9/22.



Listening for the Promise

Weekly Devotional
Fourth Sunday of Advent — December 19, 2021

“..my spirit rejoices in God my Savior...” (Luke 1:47)

Here we read the birth of Jesus in song and poetry. Zechariah hears he is going to be
a father, and sings. Mary hears she is going to be a mother, and sings. Elizabeth sings,
Simeon sings, everybody seems to be singing.

In your own life you are moving through your repetitive, ordinary day, when
suddenly there is a phone call. Some good news comes and what is your first response?
You sing with joy and for the rest of the day you are singing or humming a song that
gets stuck in your head.

Would you be able to sing if you were Mary? Being unexpectedly pregnant is not
something she could explain or understand. It was not something Mary chose or
planned ahead of time. She was in a bad way with her fiancé and the public, and
motherhood was not exactly a great outlook, and yet, Mary sang.

There are people who have lost their joy and ability to sing. If you are hurt enough,
defeated, strapped, and pushed around, before long you become withdrawn, quiet,
silent. It’s what happens when death comes to a family. People become traumatized,
speechless, and silent. What is there to say in such terrible times? We keep silent.

But what does the church do? We sing Amazing Grace with tears in our eyes. We
sing when we don'’t feel like it. Singing is pure defiance. It is faith with a clenched fist
singing right up in the face of death. Death hates music and death doesn’t want us
singing.

There will be dark days ahead for Mary. Her joy will be mixed with pain. Mary will
weep for her son. But for now, her faith enables her to sing. Your life is not all
Christmas carols and pure joy either. Dark days may be ahead of you. But for now, our
faith enables us to sing. We sing because we believe, we believe because we sing.

Joy is a Christmas gift to us from a God who never leaves us alone, who intrudes on
us, and who creates pure joy in the heart. Sometimes we experience so much of the
presence of God that we never stop singing. Our prayers become like breathing, even
in the worst circumstances, we dare to give thanks, we dare to rejoice, and we dare to
have joy in our hearts. We dare to sing! Amen.

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Scott Block.
Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway,
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



